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To Richmond January 1

Dr. M. L. King Joins
Pilgrimage Supporters

| PETERSBURG, Va. — Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr., presi-

dent of the Southern Christian
" Leadership Conference, has
- Christian leaders -in Virginia
and other localities in endors-
ing the Pilgrimage of Prayer
to Richmond on Jan. 1 for
public schools. In a letter sent
from his office in Montgomery,
Ala. to nearly 1,000 Virginia
ministers, Dr. King urged the
ministers to give their fullest
cooperation with the pilgri-
mage. .

The pilgrimage, scheduled
for Emancipation Day, Jan.
1, in Richmond, is part of the
growing state - wide opposition
to ‘massive resistance.”” With
the end of the first semester
‘drawing near, thousands of
children are still locked out of
their schools. The new semes-
ter semester brings the threa.
of closure to additional schools.
This Pilgrimage of Prayer is
a religious movement called
by church and lay leaders

(Sea DR. M. L., Page 2)

DR. E, C. SMITR
Racks Pilgrimage

Plan Pilgrimage To Richmond

' out the state and to plan for the pilgrimage

Members of the Pilgrimage of Prayer for Public Schools
Fourth Baptist Church in Richmond Shown a bove are some of the leaders who are active
in the non-violent movement to preserve fr ee public school education in Virginia. This
group along with others have been meeting to coordinate the pilgrimage plans through-
-n Jan. 1. :
Left to right, seated, are W. Lester Bant ks, executive secretar of the Virgini

Conference of NAACP Branches; Mrs, Sarah Patton Boyle of Chailottesvllle, aguth:r-s?l::
Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker of Petersburg, state director of the Congress of Raclal Equz’lllty
and the Rev. Robert L. Taylor of Richmond, p resident of the Goodwill Baptist Convention.
et Standlngi k:tt to rig&t, ;re: uﬁi;:ﬂs C. Ford, secretary of the Virginia State Bean-
clans Association and the Rev, B. A bbott of Norfolk, pastor of Oakdal .
terian Churech, I le Presby.

Committee et recently at
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Dr. M. L. King Joins
Pilgrimage Supporters.

(Continued from Page 1)

across Virginia. These leaders
have stated that it is their
Christian duty to afford the
people of Virginia this opp o r-
tunity for the expression of
their deep concern over the
public school crisis.

DR. KING, in his letter to
the ministers of Virginia, stat-
ed in part: ‘““This is a time
for aciion in Virginia. No per-
son of color can afford the
luxury of standing idly by with
public education in such great
jeopardy. Today is a day for
gréat men, great ideas, great
movements, a day of new self-
esteem and dignity ofr Ne-
gro Americans: a day for all
Virgians of good will to speak
to our millions of disengran-
chised brothers all over the
world. Christian democracy
is at stake ... Let us then, pro-
claim Emancipation Day, Jan.
1, as a day of prayer and sa-
crifices for the suffereings of
all oppressed people.”

The Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker,
minister, Gillfield Baptist
church, Petersburg, and state
d}rector of CORE, Congress

Racial Equahtv met with
Dr. King in Aflanta on Wednes-
day. With them .were Dr. W.
L. Hamilton and TRobert D.
Robertson, both of Norfolk.
In conference with them, Dr.

;King gave his heartiest and

most prayerful support to this
non - violent demonstration.
He said that were it not for a
long - standing engagement in
Alabama, he would join them
in Richmond. He also stated
that Virgians could be assured
that they have the moral sup-
port and solidarity of \he en-
tire Southland,

IN NEW Orleans, La., Mrs.
Katie E. Whickam, pesident

of the Beauty Cullurists L e a-
gue of America, representin g
over 50,000 beauticians, has
issued a statement to the beau-
ticians and barbers of Vir-
ginia. She pledges support of
her organization and urges
cach member to cooperate by
publicizing the pxlgnmngo and
bu attendance on Jan. She
said:

Because we are sincerely
concerned with f{ree public
education generally, and par-
ticularly with the thousands
who are bemg deprived of this
privilege in Virgiria, we hearti-
ly endorse the Pilgrimage of

Praver for Public:Schools to
be held at Richmond on Jan.
1, 1959. School-children loc k-
ed out of their classrooms is
contrary to all that the Ameri-
can way of life suggests.'

® L] .

DR. E. C. SMITH of Wash-
ington, D. C., president of the
Virginia Baptist State Conven-
tion, has also endorsed the
pilgrimage. In_ his letter of
Dec. 9 Dr. Smith said:

“I have given my whole-
hearted endorsement to this
pilgrimage, and have re-ar-
ranged a long standing com-
mitment to meet you"” in Rich-

. mond. He added:

“We must demonstrate to
Virginia, America, and the
world that it is un-Christian
immoral and undemocratic
to close the doors of free pub-
lic schools. Closing the doors
of the school Houses to white
children is as evil as the seg-
regation of Negro chxldren "

The Rev. Wyatt Tee W alker,
pastor of Gillfield Baptist
church, Petersburg, Va. ., i8 co-
ordinator of the pilgrim a g e.
He said this week additional
contributions are needed for
the mobilization of the pilbri-
mage, He asks that checks be
made to Pilgrimage for Pu b-
lic Schools, and be sent to 312
S. Dunlop street, Petersbur g,
Va. :
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