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MARY ELIZABETH BOWSER
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REVEREND WYATT TEE WALKER
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ENDED SEGRATION. PETERSBURG MINISTER, C1
ACTIVIST, CHIEF OF STAFF
AND CO-FOUNDER OF
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TO DR MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR
THE SOUTHERN LEADERSHIP CONFEREN

JOHN MERCER LANGSTON
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JOHN MITCHELL, JR.

ABOLITIONIST 1N OHIO REFORE THE CIVIL WAR
RETL

ING TO VIRGINIA TO ASSIST DURING RECONSTRUCTION
2 AFRICAN AMERICAN MEMBER OF
FIRST DEAN OF THE LAW SCHOOL
AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY AND FIRST PRESIDENT OF
WHAT 15 NOW VIRGINIA STATE UNIVERSTTY

LUCY SIMMS

AFTER SLAVERY SHE MATRICULATED FROM HAMPTON

N ITE (NOW HAMPTON UINIVERSITY)

SEGRATION SHE ORGANIZED THE ROCKIN:
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DURING
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HE LED THE 1904 RICHMOND STREETCAR BOYCOTT
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AFRICAN AMERICAN TO RUN FOR GOVERNOR
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ROSA DIXON BOWSER
OMEN'S RIGHTS ACTIVIST AND SOCIAL REFORMER.
FOUNDED THE FIRST ATRICAN AMEIRICAN TEACHERS
ASSOCIATION AND CO-FOUNDED THE VIRGINIA STATE
FEDERATION OF COLORED WOMEN'S CLUBS AND THI
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COLORED WOMEN'S CLUBS
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ORGAN IZATIONS, INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS FOR BLACK
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66" x 20" relief panel shown to scale on pedestal
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THROUGHOQUT THE PERIOD OF SLAVERY IN VIRGINIA, ENSLAVED PEOPLE SOUGHT FREEDOM
THROUGH ACTS OF RESISTANCE, SELF-LIBERATION AND REBELLION. AT THE START OI
THE CIVIL WAR ENSLAVED PEOPLE SOUGHT TO AID UNITED STATES TROOPS AT FORT MONROQE.
ON JANUARY 1, 3 THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION FREED ENSLAVED PEOPLE ONLY IN AREAS
“IN REBELLION" AGAINST THE UNITED STATES. IN 1865 THE THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES ABOLISHED SLAVERY EVERYWHERE IN THE UNITED STATES.
IN 1868 THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT ESTABLISHED THE FORMERLY ENSLAVE 5
CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES AND PROMISED EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER THE LAW FOR ALL.
YET THE STRUGGLE TO MAKE THAT PROMISE A REALITY CONTINUED FOR OVER A CENTURY.

THE VIRGINIA DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, |JR. MEMORIAL COMMISSION DEDICATES THIS MONUMENT
TO TEN AF AMERICAN VIRGINIANS WI MADE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FIGHT
FOR EMANCIPATION AND FREEDOM OF FORMERLY ENSLAVED PERSO AND FOR CIVIL RIGHTS
IN MMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA THROUGH THE I'H CENTURY.
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REVEREND WYATT TEE WALKER

ARCHITECT OF THE STRATEGIES OF PEACEFUL PROTEST
ENDED SEGRATION. PETERSBURG MINISTER, CIVIL RIGHTS
CTIVIST, CHIEF OF STAFF TO DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING,

D CO-FOUNDER OF THE SOUTHERN LEADERSHIP CONFERE

JOHN MERCER LANGSTON

BORN TO A FREE WOMAN OF COLOR AND A WHITE PLANT
LOUISA COUNTY, HE GAINED AN EDUCATION AND BECA
ACTIVE ABOLITIONIST IN OHIO BEFORE THE CIVIL WA
URNING TO VIRGINIA TO ASSIST DURING RECONSTRUCT
E BECAME VIRGINIA'S FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN MEMBER
CONGRESS IN 1888, FIRST DEAN OF THE LAW SCHOOL
AT HOWARD UNIVERSITY AND FIRST PRESIDENT OF




