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DAY 1 IN A 3-PART SERIES ON THE LAST LYNCHING IN CULPEPER

he untold story
of Allie Thomp

WRITTEN EY ALLISON BROPHY CHAMPION | RESEARCH ASSISTANCE BY ZANN MINER

About the series

Last summer, the Star
Exponent man articles by its sas-
ber newspa, on H)e%lluq of
lynching in Virginin. The ark-
U T iy o

ennte
for never hoving enacted o fsd-
eral anti-l ing Low.
ran in the StarExponent, read-
ers generally had fwo reactions:

1. Why are you bringing up
such a bad chapter m our histo-
ry? & You shoold have included
something on Calpeper's lost

lynching.

As for the first question, yes,
lynching is still & sore subject.
nmong man le inn the
Suuth.YzLit:.,:J::lw ing that
we cannot sweep under the rug.

Witk that in mind, we
embarked upon lenming more
nbout the story of Allie
Th . Mcnths of research
mming |ater, we present
to you cur findings.

— Rob Humphreys
Muraging Edifor

The field in morthern Culpeper County where Allie
was arrested in November 1918 on
charges of raping a white woman, Lelia Sisk.

SO

he murder of an 18-year-old
black man, lynched by a mob
Now. 25, 1918, remains one of
the most intriguing — and mys-
tericus — crimes in Culpeper history.
Many facts and records related to the
Monday morning Iynching have disap-

peared with time.

A deeper look at existing documents,
however, reveals a tragic story of two
very different families robbed of due
process in the name of anonymous hate.
Months of research also exposes key
facts were misrepresented 87 years agp,
when one group of 12 to 15 vigilantes
did not have to answer for their crime.

But as the buried truth iz uncovered,
bits and pieces of the story form a better
picture of what really happened to

Charles Allie Thompson.

See LYNCHING Fage XX
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grandmother

3

4

TIMELINE

1863: Abeaham Lincoln lssues
Emandpation Proclamation,
fresing slaves In Confederate
states

1865: Coell War ends. Vinginla
rejoins Unicn,

1866: Wade H. Thompson, Al
Thoempson's father, and da V.
Marshall, his mother, bom in
Rappahannock Courty. Wade 1s
the san of Wade and Katle
Perdizton.

187X Charles D Sisk, future
hushand of Lelia Micholsan Sisk,
bom In Madson County

1BTE: Last time there was a
hymaching In Culpepes, according
to 1918 account by The Culpeper
Exponent.

1887: (hearles Stsk, now 15,
found quilty of weluntary
manslaughter by Madison
Courty Jury He Is sentenced to
16 months in jail

1888: Skk gets another s
months In [all after irying to
burm dawn his cell

180 Cherles Sisk, now 18,
marmies Laura Nidwlson, 15, of
Madison. She ks the daughter of
Gamett and Winnke Hicholson,
alsn of Madson.

1890: Wade Thompson, Allle
Thompson's father, maies bda Y.
Marshall, Allie’s mother, In
Culpzper County.

1801: Lelia Frances Nicholson
bom In Madison County, the old-
est daughter of Ephraim
Nichalkon and Patsy Corbin
Nicholon. Lelia wes ratsed In
the Nethers area of Madlson, on
land later seled from the gow-
emment for the estahblishment of
Sherandoah National Park. She
was the third of 13 chikdren.

1900 Charles Alle Thompson
bom In Culpeger County, the
youngest son of Wade
Thompsan, 2 farmer, and Ida
Marshall Thompson. Allle was
the middle child of fve. He grew
up In morthern Culpeper on a
farm owned by his father.
Arcording t0 CEnsus records,
both black and white families
Ived In the nural farming willage

April 1905: Charles Sk, now
33 and widowed, mamies Lella
Frances Nichalson, 14, at her
parents’ home In Madison. He s
a neighbor and alrezdy has s=v-
eral children. By December of
thils year, &k Bter clams in
divarce documents, his new
bride left him and headed to
Washington, 0.

1806: Thompson femily phato-
graph teken, including Alle's
mothe; his sister Lillian, Allle
himself and baby sister. Myriiz.
This s the only knowm photo-
graph of Al Thampson, about
b years old at the time.

1910 Census lists Lella
[Micholson) 3isk living In & pri-
vate home 5 a cook In the town
of Culpeper The census says she
15 18 and has been marred for
four years. Acoording to the cen-
su5, Lella bore one child by
1910, but 1t had died.

1910 LS. Census Ists Wade
Thampson and family still Ining
In northem Culpeper Courty,
near Amissvilie. Wade and Ida
hawe been marmied 19 years and
have five dhildren — Robert 15,
Lillian, 13, Charles Allie, 10,
Myrile, & and Ida, six monts.
Wade, a farmer; owns hits awn
farm and s self-employed.

1912 Crearles Sisk, 40, obtains
divorce from Lella Nicholson
Skk
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n, who went by the
name rﬂ“ cu.n{d of
nexual unsnu}l — the rape of
Leln Nicholson Sisk, n 26~
old white woman who lived
with her sister's family in the
ﬂm]l fn.rm \'i.” ﬂf
Amissrille mEl n:ar:hn:m

Cu r Count

ﬁrm unﬁl.n:n.cd at the
time of the hmching, despite
newspaper accounts  that
claimed her hushand was sta-
tioned with the US Army i
France during World War [. She

w up in the mountaioous
g'r:t.hnm area of Madison
County, which todny straddles

e enstern  edge of
S]umn-dmh \mluI:th ]"‘EJrl "

I, & L =lal
amgl= lr:n]].:“ man_ also bved i
Amassyille, on & family farm
owned by his fnther Census
records seem o indicaie the
two families were seporated
geographically by just one
r property.

Allie and Lelis were hikely
invelved romantically sccord-
ing &0 sparse acounts pessed
down through the Thompson
family. Thewr forbidden rels-
t.lnns]'up — omee dscovered Iw
neighbors andlor family mem-

m — mnc Iynching,
Thompson descendamts say:

Thompson's nephew, Otis
Jordon, whe 18 72 and lives i
Culpeper, recently recounted
stones obout the mob murder

nzsed down from his father

"'I:’:.:]'L I heard” he said. *T
heard he was staying with,
running  with some w}utn
womnan and they ca k.
and drug ]'un:\ up
behind the car”

At a time when racial
mequality wos o fack of life, &
young black man acoosed of
sexually wviolating a white
womnan carried explosive over-
tones. Ouilt wes often pre-
sumed and, somstimes, angry
citizens took messures into
their own hands.

But in this instance, nt
lenst, the evidenee forms 2 cose
that would produce ressonable
doubt if brought to trial today:

both sides, the homan
story is pmnful, spanning
many socinl dosses and gener-
ations. The s=tting is one of old
and entrenched intolerance
versus the age-old stroggle for
equality.

Murder on a Monday

It was late November 1918
and the war to end all wars had
ended. A mixture of joy ond
grief flooded fmilies oo the
bome front =s sons and hus-
bands, dead and alive, returned
bome from brutal trench war-

Im-ﬂr Tha hod regi

SAdlhe o -
tered for the draft, as m’:ﬂu-
ed by law, on 12, 1918 —

two months before wars end.
Thompaon's draft cord Lsted
him ns o farmer employed by
his father It snsd the teennger
was short, of medmm build and
with black eyes and black hair.

Thompson would not be
called to serve his countrg, but
be would lose his life two

months Iater in & war of anath-
er kind — & wor ogninst due
process

Thanksgrving 1915, Thompson

The wesk hefore
[Ofn One morning
rs field. That's
where pep=r  Coanty
Sheriffs ]kpu EL Crane,
mnother  resident of the
Aminsvills area, nrrested him
on & rape charge.

Crane arrested nolnpnnn,
woﬁing ot the fnrm of & white
neighbor,  Willie  Luttrell,
pround 10 am. oa &
Wednesday, The alleged rape
occurred eadlier that morning,
before Lght, when Thompson
“called ot the home of Lelin
Sisk and told her she was
wontsd ot a farm in the neigh-
borhood to help in the work of
buotehenng hogs ™

This wos the second morn-
ing Thompeon had visited his
neighbar on the same errond,
the paper reported.

'ﬁ'n: story continoes: Sisk
responded “she would be along
n.ft,er ] i but chu.nged her

o mompmn
to accompany her through the
d.nrlnmp !anme;\wrfndwd
nn maolnted spot, he assanlted
her, tearing her clothes From
her in the struggle”

The rape inwestagation
mobilized within houms when
“two other u-uup-ect.ed eolored
men” were brought before Sisk.
But it woan't until Allie wos
brought before her that “she
promptly identified him ns the
gailty party”

rane transported
Thompson 28 miles o the
Culpeper jul on West Davis
Street, mxwﬂ.lng to o front-
ge artacle puablished
nnksgiving Doy in The
Culpeper Exponent, 2 weekl,
Eorepenﬁnn: g?mfhe Culpe:p-e{
Star-Exponent.

Built in 1808, the same

xpanded —

wns shucki
m & nei

wsoners and  the
Bific:

Sh:rd'['s
Thompson spent five days m
jail until late Sondny night or

early Mooday morming when
the lynch mob foreibly removed
the g farmer from has cell.

'ml;' declared that they o
bed come for Allie Thompeon,
m.dﬂutﬁg'_vﬂm going to get
him” the Exponent reported
Nov. 28, 1918, PJa:\ce days after
the l}'n.damg

It was shout 2 or 3 a.m. Now.
25, 1918, when jailers OM.
Tipton and a Mr Ej:lc:mdon The
E ent ried, “wers
nrm I:r\-m unidentafied
men. The men apparently
tricked pu].mc ko ])cllr:\.-mg a
third man, tied @ rope, was &
priscner who needed to be
planed 1n jual

Tiptem fold the men to pome
eround to the side entrance.
When he opened the door, a
m.ol: of about 15 men "weanng

loth masks” rushed mto the
_pul and reportedly tied op both
jailers

They loeated Alli=
Thampson in the jails “hespital
room.” There was no struggling
or scuffling, the newspaper
reported, and no “outery” was
heard from the victim.

With & rope nround his
neck, the mob took Thompson
three miles up Rizeyville Road
(modern  Route 229)  and
hanged him from a tree along

the well- trn-.-e]nd thoremghfare  timbres

north of tow

No wlt.neum came forward,
and police records of the lynch-
ing do not exist. [f's unclear if
the nuthorities even logged
Sfﬁcial transcripts of the mur-

EE.

Sisk and the paper's re g
“The Firmt Lmhli::um

Culpeper in 40 Years” The
Exponents mam  headline
o

look at The

A closer

Exp-cmcnt.s r\e'p-m'tmg from Now.
28, 1818, revenls serious ques-
tions about the secumney of its
account. Until mow, the article
had genemlly been acepted ns
{mrh with picces reprinted
yonrs m various
pul:l|:||z|t|m1:|

First, it msreported the day
of Thompson's arrest ns "a
Thursday or Fridag™ Jail
records handwritten by Tipton
show Allie wns brought to the

jnll on a \\'ednnnd.u_-,:
aper get its
f'am wrnn[ nbu'm%u!k being &

front-page arli.c]n
dﬂﬂcl—hd l*“lf mumm s l
bright mulntts ... arrested last
wee with a criminnl
amsault on Mrs. Lelia Sk,
whos= hushand is in the Annjr
in Fronee”

The Exponent, n weekly
newspaper established 1881 b\-
James W. Gresn, did not
inclede the name of Lelia
Francis Micholson Sisks hus-
band, and for good ressen —
she wos no leager married to
Charles ). Sisk m 1918,

They were divoreed in 1812

Sisk, known as Charlis,
married Leba April 20, 1905, at
the brides family home in
Nicholson Hollow — nn area n
the hills of 0ld Rag Mountam.

She was 14 and Sisk, who
also lrved in the kollow, was 33,
nccording to the marm
lscense. wan widowed wit
six children when he
Lelia, the oldest doughter of 15

By December 1905, after
less than a year of Living

ther ns n marrisd coupls,
[oTin bad "1k B mew B
band, necording to drenree doc-
uments in Madison County
Circuit Court filed by Charlie
Sim]ynu hi‘dtr;jﬁ;lllq!
o vy raped by 1o
Thompson, Mr. Sisk, n stome-
mason, was 46 and not serving
with the Army in France.

Instead, he was serving tame
in the state penitentinry for
“deliberate mrpmmzdﬂatcd'
murder, coart records show. A
Madison County jury found
him guilty i the shooting
death of WH. Dodson mn 1914,
Zisk was sentenced to 17 years
in juil. And this was not the
first time Charlie Sisk was in
juil for murder.

adison County Cirenit
Court. records show Suk won
comvicted  of  invohintary
manslaughter in 1887, when he
wan just 15. He 16 months
for t erime Witnesses say
he used & rock o inflict n fatal
blow to the head of WH.
Jenkms, n young mean from
another mountain family.

Sisk waos back in court the
ro]lol'ing year, found guul} of
“setting fire o the door nnd
of o cell in said jail”
according to court records from
March 188E. A jury sentenced
Sisk to pnother sz months
hehind bars for that mfraction.

Did Lelia Nicholson Sisk
fabricate the story, on her own,
nbout her ex-hoshand servin
oversens! Or waos it coerc
from her by membems of the
lynch mob in an nitempt to
gnin public acceptance for their
cm?

History is silent on the mnt-
ter

After Thompeon's lmching,
The Exponent also grew silent.

Quick to claim guilt
An nrrest record for Charles

Alle “1 does not exst
- lpeper,  criminal
m:ow:ln stored in el

center date only to the 19808

Older records are destroyed
by the Ceneral District Court,
s allowed 'h} law. The huutl]]
compiled jury report alse mould
not be recovered m the court's
record room.

There are no living witneas-
en to the 1918 lynching — = 10-
year-old then woold ke 97 now
— and much of what has |0t|g
been belived abont the erime
= folklore.

However, the new evidence
uncoversd casts substantial
doubt — bosed on fact —

rling Thompson's guilt. If
mn.d I:-I;::en allowed nﬂ] by
qury, would he hove, in fnet
been found innocent?

The Exponent had an
enswer for that declaring
“there nppears to be no ﬂuug.
= B ornpuon'n gui]t."
Nonstheless, the paper went
on, “ths resort to Er.ﬁ& law 15
to be greatly deplored.”

'ﬂne newspaper nssumed

o, 1f n]fom-d to Live,
m:u] haove been found guilty
m n cownrt of lew, adﬂing. it s
oot thought that there would
hove been any doabt of his con-
viction and the imposition of
the full penalty — death ™

The Expoments stary con-
cluded, “Lymching is murder in
the eyes of the low, and no low
shiding citizen should tolernte

it. But, in this particular case,
the m_mm;nh ormob’w:r_\e
iet and unex nt it

will searcely be possible to ever
entify o single coe of the

bnchers!

“The whole procesding was
remarkably quiet and devoad of
=ny e:nc:lt crrrumsiamoes or
noise,” The Exponent repou'led.
shout the lynching. ©
mmpossible to FECOgrIE ANy one
of the lynche art

'ﬂ'u!:e uglasttl.:ribﬁuﬂ state-
ments are presumed to be from
the on-duty jailers.

In the {m 28 editson, The
Exponent reported the cnse
closed — with bafflz néx-\:d n
sir-man jury qm:in}lf ecided
there wasn't enough testimony
ﬂ:ntjl’y any members of the

And, just like that, the
hnching of Allie Thompeon wes
hustory.

umder the

There were no fnlla:*-uugp sto-
ries or reporis of ommunity
reaction. only menticn aof
the incident was pn‘n‘led Mnrch
13, 1818, in o hst of govern-
ment expenses associnted wi
the “November 27 coroner's

mquest over the body of Alli=
Thom; .

pean.
Cor\on:::'l“és Eﬂupm&n ST
rOTS A a r Laount
-Ei'u::nﬁ' James f{x !nr:
poid & total of $15 Eor their
pervices in the cose, whach
meluded transporting urors to
see Thompsan's lifeless body:

For & sheriff and deputy wha
had ties to the taghi-knit

Se2 Junpheady 3
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Ghort intro test hars. ons [ thess santsnces

0 Hizholsan Hellow near Wethens, Madison Cownty. Here in the hills
o O Fag Mountain, Leila Nichoison graw up, B cidest daugiier

of 13 chilgren. She was mamed a1 ags 14 o Charkie Sak, aho ilso
imdl i the Hollsw Thes area of Maodison County naw balosgs to ths

fedenl gererniment and & iocated in the Saenardoah Nathnal Fark,

2] Town of Culpsper By 1910, Leila is no ongs! Ineng with har
FIESDANG L Wit & iVt ERTiy i e Lowi of Culpeper. e i
inted as aservinl/cooh on the 1910 U S Census and |s 18 yeas
oid, The jail on West Davis Sereet, from wihere Alie Thompson was.
waken by & mob, S al8s Iocated I the lown of Culsepas, 20 mikes from

Bils hama

E) Amisavits, Reppahannock Ceunty Here i Ansayile, 15-yea-old
Allig Thomeaon & nathve of the ansa. is accused of maping 26yer-

od Lela Sesk, who Bves & fow decrs down with her siter's lamily. He
& arrestadabacting corn on the Lutirell farm: ABie's uncle, Ote Joadon
whll lives ir Ehe Amesaile asa. Ak was bunad o tha Tamely cematary,

wheers his pareris sl rest

[4] Brandy Rasd, thres milss from toen sester. Wew mite T30, thie
wall-raveled road is where &le Thompaon was hungiroma e

B Viewlown, Rappakannock Coonty Leila Nichetaon Sish, who wart
@y Mis. Sish wndl the day she died, |8 burled e to her parenta in

the church cemetery ot Forest Gasve Eaptist Church. She died in 1073
B WODEROT Surseg o Bt age of BT Tolowing B long iliness.

@& Exan. north Madisen Ssunty, Charie Shi died 1064 ot the o/ 90
e I5 buried in the cemetery at Etlan Methodist Chuech

Refer box

More online!
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} THE FIRST LYNCHING IN
CULPEPER IN 40 YEARS

' Mob of Avengers Chose Sunday Night for their Work

\ Nofe: Thir is the slory that ran in the Now. 28, 1918, Culpeper Exponent

‘was a colored priscoar in jadl charged with asssult and rape on 2 whits woman

l Prior to Monday moming faw peopls in Culpeper were swarn of the fact that thare

Allis Thompeon o b:ngi:b mulette, residing in Jefferson township, near Amissvills,

was arrcatod Inst w

band is with the army in Fronce.

1 Sunday night -

ook chargod with criminal asssult on Mrs. Lalis Sisk, whoss hus-

or rather Monday morning — betwoan two and thres o'diock,

Jailers Tipton and Herndon ware eroused by two man, who bore 2 third mam, tied

! upin rope, with them. Thay told Mossra. Tipton and Horndon that thay bod = pris-
onar to put in jail This talk tock ploos ot tha front door of Bhe jedl. Mr. Tipton, natu-

! rally thinking that the men wore telling tho truth, told thom to come arcund to tha
side door, which is tha reguler entronm to the jzil part of the building. When he
opanod tho side door, tecdva or fftecn mon, their faccs covered with cloth masks,
rushied in and over-powared both him and Mr. Herndon, emd fied them hand and
foot. They declared they had comae for Allia Thempson, and thot thay were going to

I got him.

They thon took, Mr. Tipbon's koys, and bogan a soarch of tho stool cagm. They

Emﬂjlocnhdthmnchmmthnhmplm]mmofthnmdﬂng Mossrs. Tiplon and
Herndon say thet when thay came down stadre with the prisoner thers was o ropa
Ill round his nock. Thay both say that thero was no struggie or scaffling, and that noi-
ther of them beard ooy cul-cry oo the pert of Thompson. That the whole procesding
{  wms romarkshly quict and dovoid of any axdting droumstances or noiss. That it was
#  mmpoasible to recogniza any oon of the lynching party
On thoir way out of town, the mob muost, have boon very quiok, for oo one hes boon
frand whio heard any andus noisa of that hour of night. Upon armiving ot the entmnoe of
the old John W. Payno placa, no the Rizxoyvills road, sbout 3 miles north of town, tho
Iynchers saleciod o small ook tree end from it hanged the unhappy and helpless vidim.
His body was discovared aarly Monday morning by somo passor-by. This is tho first
Iynching in Culpeper in owar 40 years, the last instance being soon aftor the Civil War
Corenor W.E. Chapman was notifiod, and ho immodiately summoned a jury, wont to
tha scans, had the body cut down by Undertaker WO, Morrs, end held an inquest. The
jury's report was that thoro was oo betimony upon which to baso & vordict as &o tha

‘|| idenitity of tho partics forming tho lynching party. The jury was composed of Mossrs.

tho Exponent, point to the following mao.

| O Thursday or Friday morning last, bafors

oLF. Shall, A B. Clina, JW. Weaklay, 0.N. Hodson, JJH. Newhouose and JLI. Longerbanm.
The facts and nformation that wore possibla to be gathered by o represantativa of

Eght. Allia Thompson, noar Koroat
oo

i
| mlled at the heme of Mra. Lalin Simk and teld har that she was wonted ot o form in
thn neighbarheod to balp in the work of butchoring hogs. This was tho serond mormn-
ing ha had coma fo her houss oo tha same ermnd, each time using the name of dif-
foront nedghbors. Upon the socond visit Mrs. Sisk told him that she would bo slong
afler light. Thompson said thet she could go elong with him. To this she sooeded.
Whon thoy roschod =m isolatod spot ho asssultod hor, tearing har diothos from hor

in the struggle. Thompsoa

was errested aboat 10 o'clock while shucking corn in

the ficld of Mr. Willia Luttroll. Tee othor saspectod colored men had proviously
| been taken before M. Sisk. Whan Thompson was confronted with her sha
prompély idontifiod him as tho gailty party, and he was broaght to Culpapar and

p]madin_]uﬂ

Thompson's nppasrance and g\nnnml maks-up was such that it is difScult to
Ehink ﬂmi. any one could be mistaken in identifying him. Ha was o light muletio,
' ond his foce showsd more than the averags intalliganon.

Whils there appoars to b no doubt as to Thompson's guilt, this resort io lynch

low is to be granotly deplored. Haod the low beon allowed o take its courss, if is oot
thought that thers would hewe been sny doubt of his conviction and tha imposition
of tha full penalty — death.
is murdar in the oyes of tha law, and no law abiding community

particular

Lymching
|  should talorata it Hut, in this

ma,

mevamanta of the meb wars s

quiot and unoxpoctod that it will scarcoly bo possible to over idontify & singlo ooo of

the lynchara.

This incidont rocalls tho Esct that Lynn Woodsen and Hersoo 'Willinms, chargod
} with tha murdar last Febranry of Mr. O, F. Clork, the merchont of Mitchaolls, ara
* atill in jail, both of whom were convicted of murdar in the first dogreo. The vardict

aguinst

Lynn Weodson was set nsida aftarwards upon the confession of Hornce

Williama, whils cxonorated Woodson, Horsco Willinms lator mscapod from joil and
‘was nflerwards recaptured. His sentence to denth is being deferred bemuase of tha
Fct thint he i3 considered = matarial witness in ooy procseding regerding the muar-
dor of Mr: Clarko. This mse is sat for final breil at the coming December term of the

y Ciroait Court.

—— m.‘_‘_
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Amissville community, it is
curicus ns o why Yowell and
Crane did not have more leads
into who killsd Allis Thompson.

Yowell, who ran for county
tremsurer in 1919 and ket, hod
n personal connection to the
Amissville and nearhy Korea
communities. In the April 24,
1819, “News and evenis os
reparted from Korea” Shenff
Yowell made the listing of
eocial activitses: “Mr. J8 Yowell
of Culpeper was sojourning
among friends here this week

sz“tﬁ.EL Crane, Irbu
seemed to
have even m socunl ties
to the u.r:..ulm:'—.‘1 his nug:
4 i nom b
F'Fﬂ' events” :3& regular
i

. Fin 0, ri

leader of the lynch mmoh.
to census reconds,

Thomas J. lived n few

&rnpert.u:l nrny from th:

om

b r:uuPE do n:;: :d.ﬂlhiy%um

— or any other m.eﬁ]]i:lrl t.}ul:

makter — o5 of

muh, Eommﬁugpmm}fil

invohrement.

Cu r native and nuthar
Donnie Johnston wrote about
the 1918 lynching in
Johnston! lyEu]pepmuI ?";‘;‘EE
Centary ]'[n'l,n:r_'.n published
2004 b_!,' Mapleleaf Press.

T : !Sulpler :ut.lt.ll:d

nrites lynch
amer near nt.nlpa says,
many prominent local men
were to have been in
thel ing party, there = oaly
one man who can be directly
tied to the nctions of that
November night. His nome s
Tom EDLI ﬂnd }lﬂ IJ\'E& mear
Korea,” wrote Johnston, quot-
ing o man wl £ remem-

A view of the cemetery where Allie Thompson is buried.
345

bered henring Finks brag about

the hiug ewery time he
m&im:}h: tree on Rixeyvills

In the Feh 13, 1819,
Exponent, “the news and
evenis from Korea™ reported,
“Deputy EL. Crane was a din-
ner guest of Me. and Mrs. T
Finks on Sunday st Sunset
View,” thear home. He wos a
gaest agnin at the Finks home
on Feh. 27

Crane, n deputy for four
years, t the elected offfce
Dd'uh:rdflu 1918, He too lost
the election

certificate, issued by the eom-
monwenlth of Virginin, his
cnuse of denth is listed, “Linch
for rope on white woman. Was
know jury held. Wos hanged by
n rope

Virginia enacted an anki-
lynching law in 1928, The f=d-
eral government never dad.

Too little too late
It was 11 months after the

lynching that the Culpeper
13:: EB‘-mu':l of Supervisors

Government ftolerance of ose.

lynching, or ot the least, suto-
matic presumption of guilt
b:.caune of race, seemed to go ko

]z\'eh duru:lg that
pennd. thm
On Alle T}Lompmnl denth

Thompeon, illegally exsoated
nk H:_e hands of unknown per-

scma.

This symholic payment was
Enl: mentioned i the OJ'ELI:E

rponent's covernge of the
board’s mesting, but several
other unrelated expenses were.
And there are oo stories Lead-
ing up the October meets
that mention what pcml:np‘i.ﬁ
the action.

The only other mention of

the Th family was in

15! the closest thing o an  the Sept 25 1818, newspaper

or acknowled, under  marriage |i|::nl:l
'lﬁtlofguld ever be m H:.E Robert Jordan

3 HRappahannock  and Ll]]uu:l

Recorded in the Oct. 1, 1918, Thompson, Allie's then 25-yenr-

mesting minutes, it states: “On
motion ot i8 ordered that Wnde
H. Thumpum be allowed 310
for coffin and %15 for bumal
expenses of his son, Alle

old mster, were wed Sept. 21 m
Amisgville. But unlike cther
Prmml wnﬂ.g! Annoumee-
ments, Hobert Jordom and
Lillinn: Thompson — the par-

ents of Otis Jordon — were not
lasted ns “colored” for some rea-

som..

In 1920, Lelin Nichaolson
Bisk — listed =s “Lena
Nichloson,” age 28 m that
years census — was still living
m Am.ll'\'l]l.e Her mmd!ﬂ
relntion to the head of honse-
hald, A Franklin Jenkins, was

Lelin's sister, [la, age 27. Sisk
woa then working cutside the
heome ns o seamstress, the eo-
sus says. As for her stoted mar-
ital status, the recorded imfor-
maticn is garbled — what looks
Iike an “M” for marrisd ks been
written over or scratched out.

A ook back and ahead
After 1920, Lelia Sisk disap-
peared from the aren for sever-
ol decades and cannot be foand

Im area Benllu records  for

J’l look: huk (13 l:-eran.ﬂ_}' hﬂa,
herwever, revenls hard living in
MNicholson Hollow and at the
end, o long illness Fallowed by
death in & nursing home over
the mountain.

The road of lif= for Ledls
Sisk was not lined with roses.

Just cne fnmily away oo the
1820 census  is  “Wade
Thomson,” akbe miss
Allie's mother, “Ads™
should have been “Tda”

Ten years afier the 1910
census, the Thompson famaly
had dwlnd.l:d from five chil-

at home to two, One
nhl]dw IJ'IE never return home,
but several would go on to loee
meaningfal lives, contributing
to society through coreers
medscine and educntion.

For descendnnts of Alli=
Thompesa, remembrance of his
lynching is sparse, but the
memory still painfal.

lk=d, and
which

Allison Brophy Champion can
Lo reached af B25-0771 ext. 101 or

PHOM
Robert Thompson, Allie's

brother, gradwated from
Virginia Union and became 2
pharmacist.

TIMELINE

191 4: Charles S5k comvicted by
Madison County jury of murder
in the second degree. He & sen-
tenced to 17 years In state penl-
tentiary for the shooting and
killing WH. Dodson.

Jume 1917 Wkl artending
school at Vinginia Undon
UniversEy In Richmond, Allie
Thompson's older brother, Rnhert
Lewd, 22, registers for the draft for
Wiorid War L Soon after graduat-
ing from VUL the following yesr,
Robert Lewl Is drafied.

Sept. 12, 1918: Alle Thomgson,
18, registers fior the draft in
Culpeper County. Arcording 1o
s draft card, he Is @ farmer,
employed by b father.

MNov. 11, 1918 Peace trazty
signed], encing Workd War |

MNow. 20, 1918: The Culpeper
Exponent, a weekly nawspaper,
puiblishes a story about a black
mian acousad of raping a white
woman In N.C.The man ks shot
dead by & mob.

Mow 20, 1918 (Wednesday):
In the early moming howrs, Allie
Thompson stops by home of Lelia
Sisk, his neighios, to tell her she
& wented 2t a nearby farm to
Fedp butcher @ hog, The Exponent
reporis. On thelr way together to
said farm, $is b when the
alleged rape ocowrs. At 10 &m.,
Deputy Shesiff E0. Crane amests
Alliz Thompson while he &5 shuck-
ing com at the fam of another
meighbor. He s tramsported to the
{Culpeper jall on West Davis
Sieet, charged with raping Lela
Sisk. Newspaper reports Mrs.
Sisk’s unnamed husband is sere-
ing with the &my In France

Mow. 25, 1918 (Monday):
Around I or 3 a.m., a mob of 12
10 15 men drag Allie Thompson
from his cll In the Culpeper jall
He Is hanged from a tree fwee
millzs away In the Catalpa area
of Roeyvill Road (Rouss 229).

Now. 28, 1918 (Thanksgiving):
Headline of The Culpzper
Exponent read ~The First Lynching
in Culpeper in 40 Years *
Wewspaper dedares the czee, In
essence, closed, reporting that a
ski-man Jury dedded there wasn't
enough testimony to identHy any
of the murderers. Though the local
mevspaper stated, " i resort o
imch law & 1 be greatly
deplored,” 1t prefaced that sate-
ment with, “there appezrs o be
mo douirt o Thompson's guil

End of November 1918 Alle
Thompson buried in family ceme-
teny In Amissvile

Oct. 1, 1919: The Culpeper
‘County Board of Superdsors
wotes o pay Wade Thompsan,
Mlie's father, 15 for 3 ooffin and
urlal expenses. Government
officials declars the iymching act,
“an lllegal execution.”

1928: Commomwealth of Wirginia
enacts antHyniching law

1961: Charles D Sisk, 90, diss
Bpell 27 In 2 Staunton hospital.
Sisk 15 sunvived by his wifie,
Hedrick Hessle 3=k of Madison,
four daughters, two soms, one sis-
ter. 31 grandchildren, 45 great
igrandchiideen and three great-
igreat grandchillidren, acrording 1o
Fits ohttuary published In the

{Culpeper Star-Exponent.

1973: Mrs. Leliz Micholsan Sisk,
87, dies S2pt. 23 In @ Woodstock
mursing home “following 2 long
period of declining health,” her
obituany reports. She 1 sunived
by one sister, Loukse Corbin of
Wiashington, D.C., and threa
Erothiers, Edward Nichalson of
Stephen Oty Weldon of
Clearbrook and Nelson of
Brightwood.
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Worlds apart;
bound by fate

G
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n 1918, black and white families lived peacefully —
albeit, under very different social conditions — in
the farming village of Amisaville, a churchgoing
community in the far reaches of northern Culpeper
County.

The fall of that year, though, would see the end to that
fragile peace.

A young black farmer stood accused of raping a white
woman eight years his senior; fact and folklore suggest the
two were involved in a forbidden romantic relationship,

Within days of the alleged rape, a local mob of neigh-
bors and family formed, handing down a death sentence.
The exact identities of the white men who composed the
hooded mob remain shrouded to this day.

On the other hand, recorded history permits a detailed
glance back at the families of Allie and Lelia — whose
names share the same letters, but whose fate had little in
COMMOT.

Digging into the story of these deeply contrasting fami-
ly trees lends itself to more understanding of a society
that leoked the other way when men were lynched.

The story speaks of harsh country living in the moun-
tains and the tense racial climate of Jim Crow. It also
speaks of a highly regarded black famaly, just 55 years
after the declared end of slavery, making its way forward
in an unequal world.

These are the stories of Charles Allie Thompson, Lelia
Nicholson Sisk and their families.

M

Charles Allie Thompson
A younyq life cut short with no justica | Page A4

KD vl
Lelia Nicholson Sisk
Rocky times, on and off the mountain | Page A5
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About 20 miles southwest of
Amissville, in the hills of
ndpining  Madison County,

in Nicholson 8=k grew up
the child of @ mountain family.

The daughter of EEll.rn.lm
Micholson and Patsy Caorbin,
Lelin wos the oldest doughter
of 13 chibdren. In the earl
1900s, the Nldanllnn Enm.lly
e
3' M“

tled in lm fmnr
h:r folk wha rld.ni. mind being
cut off from civilization.

0 Mountain rises
kenven: south of Nethers,
n stalluntouched aren ncrru&y
trnils and transhicent sprmy
An old mill sits at the mﬂ
mtersection, s roads mean-

dering
mountain rond and uwp into
Bhennndonh National Park.

If that mill eould l])auk,
what & story it would =l

Marriage and divorce

Like mnny other young girks
m the mountams, Leln
Nicholson marmed o
the nge of 14, but she
move far. In 1005, she became
the wife of Charkie Sisk, o 35
year-cld lifetime resident of
Nethers.

Sisk, = stooemason, wes o
widow and already had sax chil-
dren when they married of hs
bride’s home.
lasted

“Bhe left me in December
1905," Sisk = recorded ns soy-
ing at the Madiscn County
Courthonse in his divoree depo-
mitson. *1 did nok know that she
wes going to leave. | had besn
away for a couple days working
at my trade ns stonemnson,
nnd when | returned she had
left, and has pever retumed.”

Sisk also said he “heard
from others” thot Lelin hnd
taken off for Wash:
“1 got o letter from her n'buuh
thres years ke snad, “and
she said lh:E':nl nok coming
'IE:k to me. Eh; was talking

uk & divaree.
EEHL:EM to say that he
d.lrl not know of Nicholson dad
mn fnct oln.nin the divorce, but
that he “newer gave her any
grounds for & divoree.

When the 1911 deposition
E;.mmtglﬂl Sisk ]lm.d he

in wnos n
Maryland. e
"Wm you kind o

pm'vlden for
e NG

% sir,;” responded Sisk,
who wos twice convicted of
murder m his lifebime. °1 gave
her plenty to eat and wear

Nethers n:Il.d:ut.P\-_rq-E-k
the fret of two witnesses ques-
taomed m nmme pm-m:rl-

T’H!l kind to her when [ was
"Eheleﬁ.u”lgrmm;d

[LA% 10

Jlnlm Dodson, 1.]1: final wit-
ness guestioned in the divorce,
nlso snid Lelin Nicholsom left
her husbond in December
1905. The farmer from Nethems
hnd some unpleasant things &o
say nbout her.

‘She ust got tired of staying
with him,” said Dodson, nged
0. “She hked to run oround
with cther men, and she left of
h{m ﬂm‘l."

The finnl divoree decree
between Charlie Smk and Lelin
MNicholson Sisk wns  issued
Mnarch 11, 1912 — six yenm
before the |_'r.nd:|mg of Alle
Thompson. Lelin, *n non-res:-
dent  defendant” did  mok
“appear, plead or answer this

couse” for divorce, court docw-  sons,

menks say.

Charlie Sisk died in 1881 in
n Staunton hospital ot the age
of 80, His ohifuary in the
Culpeper Star-Exponent did

LELIA NICHOLSON SISK

Rocky times, on and off the mountain

“County enforcement officers ventured into the mountains
only when complainis were made.”
B “SHENAND-O®H HERITAGE: THE STORY OF THE FEOPLE BEFORE THE PARK" | PUBLEHED 1978

men/
Nntionn] Park.
The landscape

new life.

into the twentisth cent
1978 bock, “Shenandanh

elia Nicholson's homestend was
one of three aren hollows pur-
chased by the f=deral govern-
t for the :‘:unﬁon of Shenandonh

boasts
views and an sbundance of wildhfe —
but no permanent resadents. The fami-
li=s who lved there for generations
were forced to leave m the 1930s.
Nenrly 500 households, includmg
the Ephrmim Nicholson famaly, scnt-
tered across the valley in search of a

lfp!pb_ed sxistence, nulh_n_gnﬂthe
Iife for the complexities of the

ern world.

The Potomnc Appalachian Trail
Chsb, o leading nutherity on SN histc-

d:ﬂ:nl:ﬂ 2 mountain society "o
lnlnr::rb:nl-uul-nfmnﬂlod'th:lnwﬂl] 1

" —from the 2

under the influence of moonshine and
involved family members or neighbors.  tan
Pemcnal vinlence almost nlwnys had
motave: rivalry over o woman, suspect-
ed mfidelity, an argument over o still”

At the same time, mountaiminlk were
known, for being “kindly and hdpﬁ:.l"

“Beveral times ['ve met o jal

mo{ﬂlepeopl! B-eEm-erhe Park " by

"C-nunb_-,r enfnrmt officers ven-
tured into the mountains only when
complaints were made,” the book says,
“usnally in the case of sericos crimes
such ns murder. And murders there

were. Moat thed

were. of them were commi

lt.unni.ng

eritage: The

ing hel

wrote

roblem

too hig for me to handle without assis-
ce and never hos
tain penp]e bunusd ‘way without offer-

E[oul.'l Cow
with mountan families dunng the

time of &:‘:mﬂh o

one of our moun-

the offer good,”
en, who worksd

his
Instend, it Listed his surviving
relotives ns  another wife,

not  mention ex-wife.

Hedrick Hessie  Sisk  of
Mndson, four daoghters, fwo
31 grandchildren, 45
great hildren and thres
t t children.
F‘EBMFEL: wk’s foneral serv-
ice was held nt Btlan Methodist
Church in north Madison,

where he s buried in the
church cemetery next to anoth-
er lun A humble stone, appar-
= handermfted, mardks his
Enui‘:uhmg place.

Back in the area
By 1810, Lelin — still going
by the name Mrs. Lelia Sisk —

was living in the town of
Culpeper's Catalpn  area,

accordng to that year's census.
At 18, she wns n servant/cook
in the home of Edward and
Annie Lewis, a marnied coupls
with no children.

Lelin Bisk hos been married
four years, the censos said, and
had birthed and lost one chald.
Like members of the Thempson
family, she could read and
wribe.

In 1918, the year Thompson |

was | Eml.m.ngm
| Amuserille — some 28 mi
away.

The Culpeper E nt's
account of the ]pnmnlr
says t.]lnhl]u: lived near Korea
— a village i the Amissvills

—|:ur.1t.d.|d. not say if she
ving nbome or with mth-

The f=dernl
the best lo

thnl:-my:lerj

According to the 1920 cen-
sus, Lelin, now 28, was still m
Amissville, bving with the fam-
ily of her 27-year-old sister,
Lesiln worked outside the home
@ms @ seamstress, the census

nays.

For much of her adult life
Lelin lrved nway from the aren,
losing contact with her family
Sister-in-lew Cloudie Fronces
Nicholson — whe 15 & and
lives in Madison County —
snid Lelin returned atb some
poink to toke care of her aged

nits.

wﬁ:&nﬂd to ms "Mrs. Sisk™ m
her 1973 obituary, Lelia
Nicholson was BZ when .l]u:
died in a nursing home

Woodstock, “following o ]nng
E:n.o-d. of d:-:luung health'
sister, 'C«nr'hm cE
Washington, DC ond thres
brothers — Edward Nicholson
of Btephen City, Weldon
Nicholson of Clearbrock and

Nelson
1ghtwood

Nicholson
Lelin was buried next to her

of

parents i the cemetery at
Forest Grove Baptist Church in
Viewtown, just over the
Culpeper County border in
County.

Hitt, o Viewtown natve
and Forest Grove
denconftrostes, was painting
the church basement dunng a
reparter's recent visit to Lelin’s
graveside.

A dl-year-member of the
duuzl'h, Hitt said he heard sio-
ries of the Thompson
from his great grand |u|:-
could offer fow details. He said
he heard Lelia had & hushand
who was serving with the Army
in France and that she wos
cought running with Alle

mpscaL.

“Zhe had to save ber neck”
said Hitt of Lelin's cries of rape.
T"U:mi.lg if she had lu.l:e

at’s my boyfriend) s
would have been strung up
there with him”

A woice from the hollow

wha

also grew up. Clondie lives n o

tady home m twood and is
actually o Nic n two bimes
over — she was bormn a

Nichaolsan ta another family m
the hollow.

Macholson Hollow is located
between Honnah Run and
Hughes Rives, nurl C]uu.d.le
who  attended and
church nt the I‘Iughal River
Chuzrch.

“Thot's the renson they
called it Nicholson Hollow,
becnuse all the Nicholsons
Lved m there” sad Claodie,
the dawghter of John Lo

Nicholsen, 2 farmer,
Fonnse Frences. *Corbins and
Wenkleys lived close by

Clandie married Nelson
when she was 15 and he was
17. Soon after they wm wed,
Nelson would go on

with the Army dunﬂg w;o:ld.
War 11, smid Clmulu; and whils
oversens he wos wounded.

“Neither one of us had noth-
mg,” she said. “Neither one of
us didn't understand going out
on our own, but we went on our
own. Most what [ learned, |
lenrmned it mynalf”

Life on the mountam was
“all right,” said Cloudie, and
they did without things ke o
refrigerntor or automobiles.
There was no shortage of
clean woter” she swmid, on
mcccunt of numerous mountam
sprngs nearby. She up
npafn?:muﬂeuhyn‘ lng'lﬂmﬁrl.

“And 'm a-tellin” you, they
were warm, sax Claudss

Like all mountain t‘hl]lln:ﬂ
she did her fair share of chores.

"Milkir’, fred the hogs,
chickens, gelhm in wood. | was
broaght up to work,” Claudie

For fun, she chuckled, thers
was mare wor
They raised everything they
neaded, expect coffes, r
and salt, which they wmﬂ;u]::r
chase at a store next to the old
E:lﬂliﬂbfhmbmnl.al] {h:{;:lli:l‘i
t
with candy E:II WE
Claudie remembers when
the mountain families were
relocnted in the 18308 o make
way for the new national park.
Shurll.j' after she was marnied,
lh!ltn‘z be bet
“I thought we might -
ter off H‘% ﬂmlﬁnﬂe ok
ot You -Bw]:ln't.g:l:-nnm:‘( fo
do to moke nothin
to leave from up Lr\ehm
wurk..' saxd Claudis. °] wanted
t out from up there”
landie has lived m her
Brightwood home ever sinoe,
has never been beck to
Nichalson Hollow sinee the duy
she Ieft.

Got the heck outta

Claudie Micholson said she
did not know her hushand’s sis-
ter, Lelin, wery well; Leiln

Sisk and Lelia's subsequent
aght.

‘She went away and stayed
fior 20 years,” said Clawdie, “and
ooae of them dide’t know
where she stayed. She mn off
with another man. She never
come bads, she had no children,
oo nothm” but her mother and
fnther, brothers, I8 locked o
me, she dide’t think nothin’ of
them or she would have come

When Lelia did come back
home, she movsd in with her

aged parents — then living in
enother  son's  home

Winchester — to take care of

stories
Thompson lynching; Claudi=
woald hove been 2 yeors old in
]5]3 However, she offered

msight into the gap
behmen black and white.

nlm"i“: f;indb know uﬁhm
ut col peopke until we
come down 1o hers” said
Clawndie, adding that black peo-
ple who attempted to broach
the hollow would be *run out.”

“But,” she ndded, “peopls
wos wantm' £o know wln they
wea”

Allisan Brophy Champior cmn
be remched of 825-0771 ext. 101 or
abrophylisiarexpanent oo

L
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ibcvu{ two months shy of his
165 hirthdny, Charles Allie

Thompeon left behind o fother |

and mother, Wade nnd Ide,
three ssters — Lallian, Myrile
and Tda — and an older broth-
er, Bobert Lewi Thompsan, ko
1E84.

Wode Thompson, born in
adining ppohannock
County the year the Civl WH.r
ended, owned o form end w
aSlb!yEarnd'hmuunnﬂ!nﬂl in
late 1818,

Wade Thompson wes the son
of Knte Pendleton, bom arcund
1840 in the AmissvilleKoren
nren. Mrs. Pendleton died in
her Knc:lﬂLehume ok the I:_get:g
B4, T poss el
more than a ml::;.gm m o
“Jefferson Township™ o

article_publbhed n The
E:ﬁpeper Exponent May 15,
1924,

“Mrs. Eate Pendleton, oo of
the most respected colored exti-
wens of the township died at
her home near Koren " the arti-
cle stated. “She had hved most
all her life in the immediate
vicnity of her Intz home and
will be tly mss many,
g e s A

Allir's mother, Ida Marshall,
nlso wes part of on upstanding
family Inter known for ibl
action d ﬂlg Ciwil
movement of the 1980n E:
her hushand, [da Marshall
Tha was born aroand
1888, but in Cu r. She and
Wade wed New Year's Eve 1850

in Cu]p-:[{.ve:'
1b|:|}' that some mem-

bems of the extendsd Thompson
family were born into bondage
— it wasnt until 1883 that
Abroham Linecln freed the
slaves, yet mony Southern
sintes ﬂij‘uut. make the change ed”
until 1885, at war's end.

Two generations later, Allie
TI:IEIIIIFBOCI‘I.I family hod come a
long way. Yet the schism

races had not.

His siblings

Robert Levi Thompson wos
I[.'be od:Hﬁt of Wode amii:l [f.!‘l
Ve ren. The e lost
his only brother, Rﬁtwﬂ 24
.nnd had just gradusted from

Tminn University, o
]'unt.onr:a”}' blnck Bu][ea'l_- 1
Richmond. There he studied for
n career in pharmney

The ]'HE before, 1m 1917,
Robert Levi registersd for the
World War [ draft. In 1918, he
was drafted immedistely after

n.c]uat.mg from Wi nul
E’ nion, according to Selicia
Gregory, special collectionsfuni-
vermby archrvest.

Cu r County's “Muster
Boll Wesld War I in the War
with Germany” housed in the
Cireait Court clerk’s office, con-
firms this mformation, listx
Robert Levi Thompaon drafied
Aug. 1, 1818 It was nearly the
ﬂ:.?ufﬂu!m,]iubhzle
with Company B of the 310

CHARLES ALLIE THOMPSON

A young life cut short with no justice

Labor Bat

The 3101 based out uE‘
\el'p-ort.Nm a.nomd: fo an
online paper, “A  Historc
Context  for the African

Amenican tary
Experience” publzhed 1896 by
a division of the U8 Army
Corpa of Enginesrs.

hie in Weshington, [0.C., famal
members say, where he wnrka{
zs n pharmacist ot Freedmans’
Hospital,  now
Lmr\:ml.}' Hospatal.
Allie's baby sister, Ida, ako
valued education and servace to
community. Bom nround 1808,
she was only 9 when her broth-
er was killed. lda married
Willie Oren Wigenton, a farm
Inborer from Amsaville, m
1929, seeording o courthomss
marnage rec In the 1850
census, Idn Wigenton, now 21,
was stall married bot wes living
at home with her fnther She

was n . census records

B et
ani
was o widow Bel]:;u his
youngest deughter, an “ndo
scn, Posey, was living in S\L
T]ln-mp.un household, necord-
to the 1830 census.
mg'..]‘ltlc 15 know ahout Posey,
but descendnnts say he went b
the name Napoleon and serv
m World War I Interestingly
en . the light-skinned
Po:’euﬁhwmdd. haywe ﬂen o new-

borm in 1918, the year Allie 1

Thempson was lynched

Modern voices

As o child, Otis Jordon —
the son of Allx's oldest sister,
Li.Ll.i.nnndl—hhzn:rd. mf;;rjl:m-
tion s uncle’s in
from his father .]urdnu, who 5
T2 and lives in Culpeper,
recently shared those El
accounts, and it was md.mu.
that the retelling was not

mﬂ:&nh The way he henrd it
Allie and Lelia wers “running

together” and the ceught.
“What did 1 H:\if’?‘[ thln’ﬂhg]m
it was termble. & wos more
than coe man who did it,” sasd
Jordom, o truck driver.

He did oot hear stories

gbout Alle from his mother, ed

Lillian, becnuse she died when
(Mis was a haby Hoberts
Jordem, his grondmother who

2

lived to be 108, mised him in
the Ra k Counl
tion of 4 lle. Otis rﬂun

said his mother was o

school tencher ond that h:
knew his maternal grandfa-
ther, Wade.

He recalled the old
Thompson  homestead i
Amissville, whers Allie would
have grown up and wher his
family lived untid 1919. (i
Jordon alsn recalled drives
with “Papa” Wad= m the car.

“He ussd to carry me fish-
ing, he loved fishing,” snid
Jordon, who attended segregnt-
elementary  school n
Amisevills ond sk ted
Greorge  Washingion
High School in Culpeper. “After

he got old, he gave farming up
and went fishing™
He and Almn Jordoen, whe

up in Warrenton, have
E:: murried for nearly 50
years. [uring an interview in
October, she too recalled the
ua'liu:ll of the Allie Thompson

1 hard that they {-:z
ng together and then w
ey got caught, she squenlsd
Alma said. “They were gn
do something so they mad.lilie
tell that he raped her — her

fnther, or someone 1n the fame-
]menxmngwﬂh]um

Mrs Jordon dossn't believe  Ni

it necessary to bring up painful
moments in black history, and

she's not too hopefol about the
ul:a;' E;t.untﬁll;re mI]Jnmnl
*1 don't 'l ever
nd uEp\r:Juﬂme [ﬂv:r]m:gﬂ
pee it gaxd Alma, mentioni
unrelenting reruns I-TE
‘Mississipps Burning, the 1888
mevie about the 1964 murder
of three civil rights activists.

"] menn, put too moch
of it on T"rdliz said. “They
should not hep bringing |t up

because a lot of people can't
ltanrl ih. Just Lnﬂ;ug their

H.r. Jordony feels the Suu‘lh
hes e es in roce e
tions since the hmching ol'i.be
uncle he never met.

“We've come n long way, but
it's still & bot of prejudice.” he
sai

“There's two sides to ench
lt.ory." Jordon added of the
Thompson murder, *znd
dido’t give him a trinl. 1t was
Just her word "

More voices for Allie

rraine N3 never
heard her mother — Myrtle
Thompson — mention  the
death of her brother Alle. But
like children do, Nickens lis-
tensd to older relatives and
!:l.ecd:ud together the story of the

You're o child and
different thingm™ naiﬂ{'?iu&!m,
T6. "But there's not much [
know sbout him. [ know what
happened, bot as for es the
truth and what is not, | don't
know.”

A resident of Lanham, h[d..
Nickens ew up In
Washington, DG, but returns
often to the A.ID.III\'IJ.I.E nren to
visit with fnmily, including her
cousin (tis Jordon. About five

ngn, Nickens enlsted the

elp of professiconal genenlogst
Ammee Ha of Culpeper o
locate the Thompson fnmily

oem

Ucﬁland deed bocks and
other courthouse records, they
did in fact locnte the old Exmily
burinl ground, where Alle i
buried with his porents.
Nickens, who gracsously pro-
ﬁﬂd MO IMeTrins 5 I'IF
the Thompson T]tﬁ:fﬂhlbe
wanted to fnd the cemetery
simply 8o she could clean it up,
place flowsrs at the groves and
pay her respects.

Howevar, ission from
the-then lan s to nccess
the groveynrd wes denied

The T]'Lompnnu cemelery 18
located along & country road in
an overgrown patch of woods.
An old o=k :n;’:rh th;:;p-od.
where Allie is baried,
humble fieldstone marks his
grave. A bit farther back in the
woods, remnants of an old
stone chimney still stands, evi-
denee of & fireplace that onee
warmed the Thompson home.
The seiting was remarkably
guiet and scenic during an

A rﬁibl\-h rond o ways,

hast 1, & [

Ewerntt Egﬁlh, a hfetims resi-
dent of the aren, recalled hear-
ing his parents talk ahout
Wade and Idn Thompson. He
confirmed the leation of the
cemetery, marked with the ook
Eree

*Cood neighbors”  snid
Smith. *1 heard my parents
talk zbout how good they

were]

Reflecting further on the
death of her uwncle, Mrs
o, “Its o terrible
thing to be done to anyhody. [
thought this is what we had

1
i
3

o £ r
omica nrpe o
Warrenton, Nickens' cldest
daughter, has been helpang her
mnlug‘;r with {hebumi]_v
research these past few yeam.
She snid they }lf::u'l- bsﬂ:f:.hle
to find much nformotion on
what happened to Allie. Sharpe
said she wants an acknowl-
edgement of the murder and,
poanibly, an apology from the
counky ermmenk.

"HE mo {ﬂjr b\]’iﬂ] ]lﬂ'“
Jast ]yn:}md she said. "As o
otizen, his rights were taken
" Gharpe il o

elt law reement.
officinls should hove at lenst
received o reprimand for their
rede in allowing the jailhouse
pping to ccoar
“Bomethr should have
been done to the people at the
juil, the sheriff, the paolice,
something,” she smd. “(Alle)
never had hin day in court.
They automatically nesomed
hex ws gailty, but there was no
proof”

Allisom v Champion
Errmnﬁnd’al&'ﬁ—ﬂ’??}ﬂt Ml'ar

abrophystorerponeni. oo

Racial tension and stories of war made headlines in 1918

n the months leading up to
November 1818, E‘h:
Culpeper Exponent, |:|E=

hometown newspapers eve

blished stories u\f
nr roism — “Red

Cross Saves Soldiers™ — and

patriotism “Christmas

parcels for soldiers abroad.”

From the battlefield, sal-
diers penned notes for the
Exponents “Letiers From
France” and weekly editonials
chastised the ensmy
“Germans Are Very Bnu.ul ta
Women.”

Likewise, every week the
newspaper published a list of
locnl men killed m battle. The
Now T edition mentioned one
such death, Sept. 17 in France,
of Shidey Brown of the US.
Army, “one of our very best
young colored men”

The unidentifisd Exponent
writer described Brown as,

“Industricus, honest and futh-

Fual to kg™
From the Red Cross to the
*colored branch of the United
War Work in Culpeper” many
moups back home did what
ﬂ::}' could to ease suffering
oversens. War headlines doms-
nated The Culpeper Exponent
in 1818, and stones a]mul:- race
relotions were few and far

e

However, two siories pob-
lished that year about the sub-
ject yield an interesting com-
parison.

“Megroes in S O
90,000,000 Acres of Lond” an
Exponent beu.rlh.ne staterd Jon. 3,
T ot & Yo ok
of a tion in New

mslwey. presdent of the
National Assorintion for the
Advancement of Colored penplr_

In hs speech, Sto
hopeful about the Fubun af
black men in Americn, given
their service in the war.

"This country of
ours must rank
among the uncivi-
lized nations of the
world, until such
crime as lynching is
recognized as a
crime.

B MOORFIELD STOREY
NAACP PRESIDENT, 1913

“The war” he snid, “has
given the negm opportunity to
Fght for his country amd the
conduct of the block man on the
battlefield will prove o great
benefit to the rape”

More than 350,000 black
men se orld War | in
segreguied uml.l. ns support
troops, incheding lie

Thompson's  older  brother,
Robert Leva.

Storey wos further

death the negre charged with

having commitied =n nssank

Satn ay night on o white

quoted
on the “mob cutrages™ of the woman

saying: “This coun

T i o] m i amang 1t
uncivilized notions of  the
world, until such cnme os
lynching is recognized an o
crime, nok anly aa:unll-ﬂv: vic-
tim, but agninst the state”

Four days before Allke
Th was | ed,
The Exponent poblished
n story Now. 21 about & =
similar crime: 'Mn]: Sy
shoots three
Winston-Salem, NC' =
In this cose, the mob =
was lorger, but details
of its victim much the

same.

“About 5 oclock &
mob of several thoo-
sand people stormed
the jauil and were

said to have shot to

Was the publishing of the
NC. lynd::lng]ull:-nm:ﬁcld:nne
or wes it o eatabyst for the mur-

der of Thompson by copyeat
hate crimmals?

Author  Perry  Cabat,
Culpeper ]ulbunn.n and smart
rowth activist,

believes it was no comeidence.
“Net likely” he writes in
“Balt & r Flm'ncr or Bpice
i Cen :rgu:u.u, an article
bE‘FlI]‘I].ilth in 2004,
It wes clearl [
crime by the loenl KKK
group. There is no evidenee Ln
mdicate that it reflscted com-
munity feelings, in general. In
Eu.'L._let. the opposite is appar-

— Allison k
Chamgins

ﬂl-
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DAY 3 IN A 3-PART SERIES ON THE LAST LYNCHING IN CULPEPER

Looking back on a
sad chapter in history

7 R

ust a short while ago, the story

Zann Miner, director of  the relative quiet of my office.

of a tragic lynching in Culpeper _the Museum of Culpeper  Allison Brophy Champion told me
County and the names of Allie History, played a significant  the pewspaper had decided to write

Thompson, Lelia Sisk, E.L.
Crane, Willie Luttrell and Charlie
Sisk were all strangers to my memao-

role researching this series.
Here zhe speaks about how
the stories came about.

a story about the lynching in 1918 of
an 18-year-old named Allie
Thompson. She then asked if I

ry bank.

Seeking the truth about the lynching of Allie
Thompson has been an incredible journey. A jour-
ney that has spanned five months as the investi-
gation coursed through at least four counties,
hardwood forests, fallow corn fields, libraries,
courthouses, back roads, general stores, living
rooms, churches, cemeteries and the vast
resources of the digital age.

It all began, innocently enough, August 2005 in

would help.

When I said, *Yes, of course,” I had absolutely
no inkling of where this quest would take us, but
the museum policy is to always say yes when
asked to assist those in search of history. Most
often it ie a case of providing rezource data, pho-
tos or names of individuals to interview.

I would learn later that this one would be very
different.

ga JOURNEY Page XX
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JOURNEY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

And o the jourmey 'beg.nn, not
with a lot of fanfare or
tions of grent discoveries,
methodically mﬂlxmul
doubts about possthle Andings. It
wes important to establish some
ground rales such as amelines,
expectations and a defintion of
the purpose of the story.

The timelines and e
taons would =
t the pur-
pree was adhered to firmly The
objective was to shed ot leant o
allmmofbahi.un the Lves of
the people mwolved 1n this
tragedy, to compel renders to sse
them as real people rather than
n s=t of statistion. If enough
records and documents ecald be
unearthed, the troth would have
nn opportunity to rise to the sor-
face and spenk for itself
mdm\mhhlednta, which

Rt NEWSpEper
published nt the time of the
lyndimg, & story in & local book,

& census record, was thor-

|y stndied in search of cloes.

re were three ﬂ.n‘lqnnu of

informntion: md.upuhn
such as names of those m'nlwd.
inadent nml dnte of incident;
Eacts requirmg proof to confirm
ar and o ar henrsn

d&ﬁhﬂubﬂ careful of the F

ird cotegory, but to ignore it
nltogether would be a mistake.
Often opmicn is proffered ns
fact, and & more risky situstion
is cne m which n rese
loses his or her oljectivity and
creates fact out of ficken.

pwever, successfl sleuthing
requires continued hypothesz-

ing, an open mind and o
mng;anE)':n .m:nfmnI
henrsay can be h:lp‘ulmunl
eE'wLSDmh.nﬂ,hmlny
passed down by word of mouth is

o people, their
families and the hves they lved,
the quest had to ask o lot of

uestiors. Where did they live?

ﬁowdld{hzymh:nllmg"
Could they read and write? Did

oy own or rent? Were they
marred with children?

Most of this information conld
be glenned from the census
records and real estate desds.
Usaally the answer to one ques-
tsom would open a door to & reom
with a few more doors and more
doors and more doom.

Those basic questions enabled
discovery of the location of the
Thompson home, family ceme-
‘I:‘eJF fml_'rphuﬁu fnrm where

mpi:l-uE'ﬁwHWnrldrnﬂ-

m records.
:immlleumnqlmbl
ﬁncl rself confronted with

tb:pimlllulrluﬂmd There

were many, but the most prof-
ttable way to evalunte n dead
end is to view it 28 another tool.

Exnmgple: In trying to dseover
u.lt—'.lﬂl]i:l this Mrs. Lelia
huk]nmgmdu:[(amnm
l=ad after lend was

find ot who was Me. |lk.nnd.

the supportmg documentation of

his ri=d military service in

World War L.

found, the question was retooled

to next nsk er what condi-

taons would there be not be
records for Mr. Suk™ Death,
divaree, andfor incarceration
wmnkwpollﬂ:llmtl:mh:ng
newophunl‘nrmr_h

there still wasn't 2 name!

Persevernnee beake the log-

revenled o Social Secanty death
record for a Lelin Sisk and an
abil {lh::lmveul

Bisk.
was mllnnd the nght llnEllk.

family home-place and &
into n most unique colburs|

S
uf urm
of un irovolved = atique
glimpse inta o different world
ond n different time.
the resenrch, we were oble to
experinnce just a little of bie as
Lt was in maral Virgmia i 1918,
pw\ﬂ'ﬁﬁ rtics and u-
dice, ns we ?-01 the I‘]IJ'I’[P.:].JdE-
pendence and relative fresdom.
Would [ tackle ancther
ect? In & hearthent, but At an
stary of Alli= Thompson and
Lelin Sask pleads for further

research
— Lann Miner,
Direr
Ve of Hostry

What was reported, what we found,
and the many questions that remain

ceording to statisties from all Southern states, the
fewest number of lynchings oceurred in Virginia.
History would confirm, however, that this critical
fact held little promise for Charles Allie
Thompson, lynched November 1918 in Culpeper County.
On Wednesday, Nov. 20 of that year, Thompson — who
went by Allie — was arrested for the alleged crime of rap-
ing a white woman named Lelia Sisk. Truth or fiction, guilt
or iInnocence are questions that may never be answered.
However, within five days of being accused and arrested,

The alleged crime,
arrest and investigation

‘What was reported

The Alleged Crime: [t was that
AﬂJgTbump-omum:lc Lelin Sisk’s house, in

the neighborhood of Korea, Mov. 21 before day-
hg]ltuﬂmmmn{:d]lniopulungwlﬂlhmbn
a neighbor’s farm where her help in the annuoal
tradition of hog butrhering was requested. It
rzortod luib:_fmlndhhh:uldt—

e nlleged assault took place.
The Arrest: On Thursdny or Fridoy, Nov. 21
or 22, Allis Thompson was nrrested for the
assnult and rape of = white womnn. Un the
morning of the arrest. Allie Thompson wes ot
work on a farm leented about 1.5 miles from hes
home. Depaty Crane arrested Thompson about
10 n.m_ on the morning of the alleged crime
while he was working on the farm of Willie
Lutrell. Thompson was bronght before Lelin Sink
and “she pmmpﬂj' identafied him as the gulty
party”

“Thompson's appenrance and genernl make-

up,” the weekly C’l:rpepu Exponent newspaper

wrote, "was such that 1t is difficult to think that

anyone could be mistaken in identifying him.”
:‘[‘i:e Iovestigation: No report

What we discovered

Jail records confirm Allie Thompson's incar-
ceration as of Wednesdny, Nov. 20. No arrest
records exist. There are no records, esther news-
paper, police or court, indicnting an investigntion
u:]rln:n the facis related to the charges such
as dats, bm:. place, evidenee or witnesses The
new r inaoeurataly re the date of
m@:d implioddah:}lnfmm We found reim-
bursement records, submitted and pﬂirl o
Deputy EL. Cmne, o remdent of the Korea area,
for the arrest and one-way transport to the jil.

Questions that remain

= How was the ncident rey hnpo].u:e':'

= Were formal nrrest records filed?

-whnlmmndﬂeﬂlhndnrdprmdmm
1918 for filing formal charges and issuing an
arrest order?

= During the estimated 3.5 to 4 hours just
before down and 10 pm_, was there enough time
for the alleged crime to cerur, the alleged vichm
tn geek help and fil= n an arrest onder to

be issued, and a total of men — the third
being Thompson ot 10 2.m. — to be pideed up
and taken to Lelia Sisk for identification?

= Why did Allie Thom on to work 1
the immedinte mnnf'ru E’ alleged nssnult
took place?

» Was the arresting offices, Depaty E.L.
Crane, dispatched Emmi.b:Shl:nE"?ﬂEum
the tnwnl.os".[:ulpepu or was he still at his ress-
dence in Korea?

= Did Deputy Crane make the determination
to arrest Thompson or dad the order come from
the Sheniffs Ofice?

= Was it standard procedure to only pay for
transportation when the suspect wes in custody
or was the oneway mi reimbursement due
to the foct that Crane wos already in the anea?

» Between Wednesday, Nov. 20 and the early
morning hours of Mondayg, Now. 25, was any
mvestigation conducted?

= Why did the new: innccurntely report
d:ednie’uf.nmdand?il:edm g

The lynching of
Allie Thompson

what was reported

Between 2 and 3 am. on Nov. 25, twn men
came to the jail under the pretense that the
third perscn, bound in ro Was & prisoner
they wanted mmmhedpu‘meu
were masked. Upon openn ﬂmn:l::lnnlbn
allow their entry, the ﬂ:pllrgu were mofronted
hjnmn‘bnflﬂholahnndudmm The moh over-
gcwered e juilers, tied them hand and foot and

:dmdhhgyhnimgﬁowﬂﬂn'ﬁ:mpnn.

The lynch mob found Allie Thompson, not in
n cell but in the upstairs “hospital mom_ " He
was brought down with o noose around his neck,
did not “struggle or resist, nor did he cry out.”
Th-nmmuwuﬂlmbnk:nouln‘mugmd

. An mdmvidual reported the momder to
the Sheriff's (ffice the next morning after see-
ing the bosy

Thgmullnqguhheldnnﬂnvzi twa
days nfter the | mng, determined that Alli=
Thompson had bynched but there was no
evidenoe prantang to H:::Il:n‘llhy nfnnyod'th:
participants. The juilers stated mald
noildmh&ulh:rkb:hmd:ﬂmorlﬁe
whe did not wear hoods.

In October 1819, the Cul; r County Board
oJ'SupenmmmiedbﬂpﬂyﬁpeEH Thompson
210 fmmdﬁnuﬂ‘la‘uzﬂuehunn]erpﬂmd‘
his son, ﬂl:gu]lymcuhdatlhghuﬂluf
unknown

perscns.”
What we discovered

An oml account suggests that Alle Thompson
mdrﬂﬁéb::indam after the arrest bat

prior ko . Mo records exist of the coro-
ner’s inguest the Thompson hyndhi
conducted by W, Chapmas. Recorda caist. of the

comomer's nguest r?h:'l:d.mg o different cnse and
conducted h_rw_s_ in 1816

Wh; Al "['I:u:'wl he= hoapital
= was Alle m m il
rmmmzlhenﬂod' cell? Fees "
m.uhwan]mmpmnl yuacal condition at
the time of the kidnapping' "'],h

= Would it hnveb:mmunmun practice o
allow thres unidentified men access to the jail-
house at 2or 3 am?

= What were the nﬂﬂ'lﬁepunurlmng
hetween the time peon was kesd |

Allie Thompson would be kidnapped from the Culpeper
County Jail and murdered by hanging without due process.
No guilt was proven “beyond a reasonable doubt.”

Perhaps there were those who knew the truth and wor-
ried that their desire for retribution would fail due to the
lack of conviction-oriented facts. Wishing to leave nothing to
chance, they tried, convicted and executed Allie Thompson,
before the justice system could be applied. Through
research for this story, much of the information reported at
the time has been proven false or unsubstantiated.

Lelia Nicholson Sisk

What was reported
Lelin Sisk, the alleged vichim, wes In
the Horen aren and |Lwalrepnrber]d:|
Thompson came to her house. M. Sisk's hul—
band was serving with the I3, Army in France.
There was no further mfvrmation reporbed
about her hushand, mehiding his nnme.

What we discovered

The 1910 census records place Lelia Sask liv-
mng os a servant in o home on Maon Street in
mglpepe:,hubadumnnudhui not Irving with a
husband. The 1920 cenmes records, taken in
Janunry 1920, l=sn than 14 months after
Thompson's death, indscate that Leliz Ssk was
living in the rented home of her brother-in-Low
and sister separated by ooly two households
from the home of Alli= Thompson.

Lelin Nicholson married Charles 1 Sisk in
April 1906 and by December of that year she
had left him_ C]mzlu]} Sink filed nnd was

ted o divoree from Lebiz Sisk in 1012
ivaree depositions alleged her desertion and
involvement with other men as p'nunh.&l] oral

ts point to & mazl relat
between Allz= Thompson and Lelin Sak, ﬂm
woman he wes neoused of ropi

In November 1818, Chnr‘u Snkwum
nga lTﬂzmhme,bqun in 1814, in the
state penitentiary for "deliberate and premedi-
tated mmﬂnﬁ 1914 murder conwichion was
Sisk's second.

Questions that remaim
D‘E‘Jﬂhjml.:liaﬂi-khunq" 1n the Korea area
u
ns Lelin Sisk a close neighbor of the
T]mun nnfmnll Ir with her sster and
Fhompuon famly living

-Dﬂhhn&llcmmdth:mryuboulh:r

hulbnnd mmmﬂ"‘“"ﬂ thas “lLie” fnbri-
re. Sisk in o more Eavomble

light mtEn'lhe l:rul:]:m'J Where did the newspaper

get this information?

= Why did the newspaper not report the name

of the vickim's hushand?

= Why did Lelin Sisk leave Charles D, 82k

after only o few months of marringe?

= Was Lelin Sisk engnged in o relatsonship

ith Alli= Thompson?

Charles Allie Thompson

What was reported
“A bright mulatéo . whoss faee showed more
than average intelligence”

What we discoversd
lS—g!ur—nH.MheThmpm ||wd. nnd worked
on a small fnrm owned by his family in the
Koren aren. Hgmnnuled.-unduraﬂufmp—

mgldeuEnndluhaquenﬂy
hynch mob. Thampson was the thind H Be

ond and youngest son of five children In
September 1918 he rpistered for the droft.

from the jail and the time his hanging was
reporked?

= Was it customary to doss & case in withm
three days?

= Why are there no records of the fndings of
the coroner’s inquest?

= What or who prompied the Boand of

Supervisors to offer monetary compensation to
the Thompson famaly?

Questions that remain
= Wan Allie Thom prune to violenee?
= Did Thompson c‘:nmultznh: a hustory of
trouble for his family or “ron-ine” with the low?
s-.i?“rﬂ. hEe mllflﬂmn.h]p 'I'JHJ [nel.l.l

.wuhhemmmu],m’didnl:u.euime

take plaee?



Race riots, lynchings cause for concern in "19

Among the news: Klansmen, debates
in the Senate and riot-plagued cities

n the year following Allie

Thompsons 1918 lynching

Culpeper, the =i weekly
newspaper m town — Culpeper
Exponent — published an array of
mce-relnted storses.

re was no mention of Allie
Thom, . however, except for 2
few l;l':ln:n in the H::;b 13,
1918, editaon, where it listed the
governments [ist of expens-
ovember 27 - Coroner's

inquest over body of Allie
Thompeon.” Six jurars, the sheriff
o coroner recerved 2 cumulative
total of 315 for their contributions
1o the case, which was closed within
days.

A look back at other headlines
from 1819 tell of m:u] unrest local-
ly nnd nationwi

® May 1, CHARLOTTES-VILLE
— “Tb Prosecute Clansmen™ _

Article on & case pending in
Greene Datun{y Coort agninst
Edgar Morris, "mountain clans-
man” charged with the murder of
Mag\st;ube!ahﬂnnd Zullivan.

W May 8, RICHMOND —
“Alleged owtlow and clansmmn is
taken a5 he makes break for open

conniry” .

The artacle details that Ed
Morris hos since been arrested o
the mountains of Elkins, W.Vn
Morris told authorities he had been
hiding in the mountamns near his
home since March 28, when ke shot
the magisirate to death inside the
Greene County Courtroom. He was
making & b fiar the open coun-
try when taken into custody.

Maorris, facing charges of carry-

cnnnen]ndw:ﬂ:pnu shot six
ﬁl.

ts into Mugistrate Sullivan
ke in court bemarle Rifles
were dispatched to Stanardswnlle to

protect residents after *it = snad
Morris made threats” m the coart-
room. He was known m the sar-
rounding country s a par-tienlarhy
dangerous man_

In July, Morrs got 18 years for
murder

W May 15, CHARLESTON, 8.C.
— “Fuial ricts cocur when roces
clash” ...

Two black men are killed 2nd
another 17 wounded in fatal roce

riots “between s on one side
and negroes on 'l]\g other” The riot
started the nfter a
black man 2 snilor and then

wan shot himself. Boon nfter, 2000
sailors showed up. "and started on_
n hunt, shouting: ‘Get the negroes™

B May 22, NASHVILLE, Tenn.
— “Negro profesis innscence” ..

“Frank Ewing, o v comvicted
af ur:.unhl:g a IDDBDEI.E'TIIII
{Davidscn) county la=t June was
electromuted in the penitentinry
here today. Ewing protested his
innocence to the last”

W June 5, CULPEPER — “Love
and r_ﬁﬂnlytmr.mum o Antioch
Chureh” ..

.aauho-d: Baptist Charch on West
Street, n historically black congre-
gntion, opened convention.

W June 5, NEW YORK —

“] material aid o many
Nepro schools™.

The General Eﬂucahum Board
approprinted 310,000 for six black
ol including Hamphon
[nlhhﬁt.\:-: n \:rpnama and the
Tuskeges Institute in Alabamn
W July 24, WASHINGTON, DLC.
“Police o and negroes sioin
in Washingion sireefs”™ ..

The US. Army dispatched 400

1

2

3

troops to the nation's eapitol to
quell race nots. At keast tweo blads
men were fatally shot, and scores

ather, black white, injured.

I.Tu]y 31, CHICAGD — "Death
II- in Chicago race ricds reaches

nhsarh 25,000 black people who
wank to return to the South from
Illincis, the site of intenss mee
riota, "unless they hove become
tainted or intoxicated with dreams
of socnl equality or politscal domin-
ion.” Governor declares “social
equality nnd political power in the

"[nml.]:lc spreads from Black south is forever impossable.”
Belt to Loop and exchisive narth W Augast 7, RICHMOND —
side - 4,0} troops there” Wew Ku Klux Klan™ ..
“The histaric I{Ju Klux Klan™
I.Tu]yﬂl RALEIGH, N.C. — revived m Vi npital with a
'G'umnr nﬁiﬂ.ﬁam ta member!hlp ]ﬂ. very man is
000 negroes” . mou .. and hos
Tb:gw:mrnmﬂhn-buhem plﬂlgnd his sacred honor not to

ﬂwul the uim{u.y nd'nn ather
or anything which takes
Plﬂﬂ:"'ll‘blﬂ its meetings.”

The N Baptist Associntion
responds that “such an orgenim-
tion will bring about troable

een the races of thes cby and
the South and cavsss an exodus of

oar people from the Sooth”

W Aug 26 L‘I"{UHEL'RG —
“Merchant killed by negro™.

Shooting followsd an a.rgum!nb
over return of merchandise.

W Zepi. 3, KNOXVILLE, Tean.

iy quiet a@ ot .
Hnmn]l.e fell under hemvy
patrol by national guardsman fol-
lowing race ricts in which
two men were killsd and 18 sent to
the hospatal.

L] 11, LURAY — AL
m:i?:—.ﬁdd feged
T\:E cass of .Tnhn Spencer, cal-
ored, charged with attacking n
white girl” wns sent to grand jury

o Oct. 21, WASHINGTON —
“Senator defends lynch law an
Senmic floor”

Democratic Sen. Williams from
\{mllnllepl blamed rﬂn:rd nme
riots on "nttem
negroes.” Sen. Boroh l':ml:n [
ds, “But the diseass lpcr:n.dl
men are l].'n.d:eri for the mest
tnvial couses. The record shows
218 n lost their lives the fmt
_'|l'|:ﬁl.' of the war at & time when
egro boys were giving their lives
bnlbe republic and displaymg great
hercism overseas”

Ben. Boroh further said, “There
can be no justification for the lyndh-
ing of any per-nons. If the republic
dies mok protect the lives of its peo-
ple, the seeds are planted that ult-
mately will lead to sts disintegra-
taom.”

Allison Brophy Champion car be
remcked at B25-0771 ext. 101 or

abropky@siarexponent. com

Guilt or innocence?
Charles Allie Thompson

‘What was reported
Allze Thompson was cha with the assault
and rape of Lelin Sisk. The Exponent’s article
"1} in not thooght that there would have
been any doabt of his conviction and the mmposs-
tion of the full penalty — death ™

what we found

There exists no evidence of o police investagn-
tion_ The only reported testimony to n erime
having been commatted was that of Lelin Sisk,
the al wictim, and there 1= oo evidencs that
her testimeny was ever formally recorded.

There exists no evidence of judicial process.

\ﬂ Drrlﬂlﬂl ulfﬂmﬂhﬂn ml".ﬂ Or process
exists that would prove Thompson's guilt.

Questions that ramain

= Was o crime committed?

= Was there enough evidence fo mowict Allie
Thompson?

= If allowed judicial and tried m o
court of lnw, HJEn by ]SIT;BE.utandarﬂ.l,wnuH
Thompeon have been convicted

[T

Guilt or innocence?
The lynch mob

What was reported
A mob of 12 to 15 men overtook the julers,

n nocee around Allie Thompson's neck
and ahducted him from the jail. The formal core-
ner's inguest concluded that Thompson had been
lynched. The Culpeper County Boand of
Supervisors declared Allie Thompson to hove
been illegally executed.

What we found

The crime of murder by lynchmg was con-
firmed. A newspaper secount reported testimony
by deputies Tipton and Herndon that & mob of
12 to 15 unidentifinble men overpowered the
deputies and took Thompson from the jail.

A newspnper account reparted that a coro-
ner’s Jury was conven er was
taken fo the scens and a formal inquest was
held. Official minutes recorded from » meetng
af the Culpeper County Board of Supervisors
confirmed that Th was il ly executed
and mmpeunhmn;mhluﬂ ::l])eubq:cjlrwnu]d ke
paid to the inther

Questions that remain

.-WMlb!renmulplmzyl ted by mob
mentality that was cond m?:nuneu]bd by
low Euﬂomemeul-om.c)nh uur] others m public
posikions?

= Was the newspaper's incomp
mte reporting an example of actve or pasaive
particpation in the eonspiracy, an act of o
gence, a result of m-:'nrncrb:d nuﬂ uud.crpmgﬁh

staff or simply the 1918 st
= What or who mzcﬁ
Supervisors to m terminaticn in H::

Thom death and n subssquent compensa-
tion rnf:‘l:?lnn] nes? e

= It wns never officinlly nor formally doen-
mented thot Thompson was more than a suspect
in an alleged crime. Yet, he was judged and sen-
tenced by two groaps, the *onknown”™ mob and
the lozal newspaper, neither of whom possesssd
Judicin] authority.

= On the other hamd, several officanl records
confirm that Allie Thompson was the wictim of
deliberate and premeditated murder Yet, no
arrests were made and subssquently no guilty
partics were apprehended, brought bntngll.]‘w

pe

- Some anmwers may be fortheoming with
contmued resenrch; others will remain forever
inexplicable. The muse of denth cn Allie
Thompson's death certifieate reads “lindh for
rape on white womnn " Is it now possible to set
the record straught for Allie Thompsan?

lete and inneru-

Allison column
to go right in here

N
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