
King in Virginia
Beloved Community Roundtable
November 12,  2018 ·  Gillfield

Baptist Church · Petersburg
Program

Call to Order		 Senator Jennifer McClellan, Chair, Virginia
			   Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Commission

Welcome		  Dr. George W.C. Lyons, Jr., Gillfield Baptist Church
		   	 Delegate Lashrecse Aird, 63rd District
			   Mayor Samuel Parham, City of Petersburg

Panel Discussion	 “Where Do We Go from Here?” Dr. King’s Vision 
			   of a Beloved Community in Virginia Today

			   Senator Rosalyn Dance, 16th District

			L   ucious Edwards, Retired Virginia State University 	
			   Historian and Archivist

			   Juanita Epps, CEO of Pathways

			D   r. Joanne Lucas, Retired Educator and Consultant, 	
			   and Daughter of Rev. Dr. Curtis West Harris

			   Dr. George W.C. Lyons, Jr., Gillfield Baptist Church

			   Mayor Samuel Parham, City of Petersburg

			   Laneda Wright, Virginia State University

			   Moderated by Senator Jennifer McClellan

Audience Discussion

Conclusion	

P r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  V i r g i n i a  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y ’ s 
D r .  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g ,  J r .  M e m o r i a l  C o m m i ss  i o n

#BelovedCommunity  
#MLK50Forward



As def ined by the King Center,  “ In the Be l o v e d Co m m u n i t y , 
poverty,  hunger and homelessness wil l  not  be tolerated because 
internat ional  s tandards of  human decency wil l  not  al low i t .  Racism 
and al l  forms of  discr iminat ion,  bigotry and prejudice wil l  be 
replaced by an al l - inclusive spir i t  of  s is terhood and brotherhood. 
In the Beloved Community,  internat ional  disputes wil l  be resolved 
by peaceful  confl ict - resolut ion and reconci l iat ion of  adversar ies, 
instead of  mil i tary power.  Love and trust  wil l  t r iumph over fear  and 

hatred.  Peace with just ice wil l  prevai l  over war and mil i tary confl ict .”

i  m u s t c o n f e ss  ,  m y f r i e n d s,  t h a t t h e r o a d a h e a d w i l l  n o t 
a l w a y s b e  s m o o t h.  There wil l  s t i l l  be rocky places of  f rustrat ion and 

meandering points  of  bewilderment.  There wil l  be inevi table setbacks 

here and there.  And there wil l  be those moments when the buoyancy 

of  hope wil l  be t ransformed into the fat igue of  despair .  Our dreams 

wil l  sometimes be shat tered and our ethereal  hopes blasted.  We may 

again,  with tear -drenched eyes,  have to s tand before the bier  of  some 

courageous civi l  r ights  worker whose l i fe wil l  be snuffed out by the 

dastardly acts  of  bloodthirs ty mobs.  b u t d i f f i c u l t a n d p a i n f u l a s  i t 
i s ,  w e m u s t w a l k o n i n t h e d a y s a h e a d w i t h a n a u d a c i o u s f a i t h 
i n t h e f u t u r e . . .  When our days become dreary with low-hovering 

clouds of  despair ,  and when our nights  become darker than a thousand 

midnights ,  let  us remember that  there is  a creat ive force in this  universe 

working to pul l  down the gigant ic mountains of  evi l ,  a  power that 

is  able to make a way out of  no way and transform dark yesterdays 

into bright  tomorrows. l e t  u s  r e a l i z e  t h a t t h e a r c o f t h e m o r a l 
u n i v e r s e  i s  l o n g, b u t i t  b e n d s t o w a r d j u s t i c e . . .  This  is  our hope 

for  the future,  and with this  fa i th we wil l  be able to s ing in some not too 

dis tant  tomorrow, with a cosmic past  tense,  “We have overcome! We 

have overcome! Deep in my heart ,  I  did  bel ieve we would overcome.” 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., excerpted from “Where Do We Go from Here?”

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Commission, a statutory and 
bipartisan agency of the Virginia General Assembly, was created 
in 1992 by the General Assembly to honor the legacy of Dr. King 
through educational, historical and cultural programs, public 
policy analysis, and public discourse on contemporary issues.
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