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Call to Order		 Senator Jennifer McClellan, Chair, Virginia
	 		  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial Commission

Welcome		  Mayor Levar Stoney, City of Richmond

Panel Discussion	 “Where Do We Go from Here?” Dr. King’s Vision 
			   of a Beloved Community in Virginia Today

			   Jamar Boyd II, Virginia Union Graduate Student

			D   elegate Delores McQuinn, 70th District

			   Benjamin Ragsdale, Civil Rights Activist and Historian

			D   r. Jim Somerville, First Baptist Church

			   Corey D. B. Walker, Vice President, Virginia Union

			   Rev. Janie Walker, Richmond Hill

			   Moderated by Senator Jennifer McClellan

Audience Discussion

Conclusion	

Pr e s e n t e d b y t h e Vi r g i n i a  Ge n e r a l As s e m b l y’s  Dr. Ma r t i n Lu t h e r Ki n g,  Jr .
Me m o r i a l  Co m m i ss  i o n i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h Vi r g i n i a Un i o n Un i v e r s i t y



i  m u s t c o n f e ss  ,  m y f r i e n d s,  t h a t t h e r o a d a h e a d w i l l  n o t 
a l w a y s b e  s m o o t h.  There wil l  s t i l l  be rocky places of  f rustrat ion and 

meandering points  of  bewilderment.  There wil l  be inevi table setbacks 

here and there.  And there wil l  be those moments when the buoyancy 

of  hope wil l  be t ransformed into the fat igue of  despair .  Our dreams 

wil l  sometimes be shat tered and our ethereal  hopes blasted.  We may 

again,  with tear -drenched eyes,  have to s tand before the bier  of  some 

courageous civi l  r ights  worker whose l i fe wil l  be snuffed out by the 

dastardly acts  of  bloodthirs ty mobs.  b u t d i f f i c u l t a n d p a i n f u l a s  i t 
i s ,  w e m u s t w a l k o n i n t h e d a y s a h e a d w i t h a n a u d a c i o u s f a i t h 
i n t h e f u t u r e . . .  Let  this  af f i rmation be our r inging cry.  I t  wil l  give us 

the courage to face the uncertaint ies of  the future.  I t  wil l  give our t i red 

feet  new strength as we continue our forward s t r ide toward the ci ty of 

f reedom. When our days become dreary with low-hovering clouds of 

despair ,  and when our nights  become darker than a thousand midnights , 

let  us remember that  there is  a creat ive force in this  universe working to 

pul l  down the gigant ic mountains of  evi l ,  a  power that  is  able to make a 

way out of  no way and transform dark yesterdays into bright  tomorrows. 

l e t  u s  r e a l i z e  t h a t t h e a r c o f t h e m o r a l u n i v e r s e  i s  l o n g, 
b u t i t  b e n d s t o w a r d j u s t i c e .  Let  us real ize that  Wil l iam Cullen 

Bryant is  r ight :  “Truth,  crushed to earth,  wil l  r ise again.” Let  us go out 

real izing that  the Bible is  r ight :  “Be not deceived. God is  not  mocked. 

Whatsoever a man soweth,  that  shal l  he also reap.” This  is  our hope for 

the future,  and with this  fa i th we wil l  be able to s ing in some not too 

dis tant  tomorrow, with a cosmic past  tense,  “We have overcome! We 

have overcome! Deep in my heart ,  I  did  bel ieve we would overcome.” 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., excerpted from “Where Do We Go from Here?”
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